24/7 Prayer November 2008

How did the 24/7 Prayer go?  Well, it was marvellous but very hard work. The following points stand out in my memory:

 

From the evening it started there was a strong sense of prayer in the air. It really felt like being in retreat and it was quite difficult doing other things during the week. There was a real feeling that what we were doing was very important and was changing lives, not least our own, even though we didn’t really know how. 
The students responded most generously. One set up a labyrinth in the Resurrection chapel. Several undertook to do the difficult night hours through from midnight until dawn. Many turned up several times during the week. They also contributed to a daily Rosary and almost daily Exposition and Benediction (once in Latin). Brethren also gave generously of their time to the prayer, as we should. 
One student arranged the different chapels with different features and really brought them alive, especially the Ascension chapel which focused on the needs, temptations, worries and joys of young people who were the particular focus of our prayer. 
Not as many people from outside came as we had hoped but those who did loved it and left some fantastic comments behind in the Visitor’s Book. 

 

Will we do it again?

 

I very much hope so. With more preparation we should attract more people. Perhaps Companions could come and stay during that week in order to take part in a sustained kind of way. From the enthusiastic comments of the parish groups which did come, it looks as if it could be a way of doing what we once did with Commem Day.

 

It is a challenge, of course, and it was very tiring for some of us. It makes us ask whether we Catholic Anglicans are really prepared to move out of our comfort zones in order to pray for and work for the conversion of the unconverted young people of England (and elsewhere). Often we don’t. This time a lot of us did. Next time ....we shall see.
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