A HISTORY OF THE FRATERNITY OF THE RESURRECTION

Part Two: 1953 to 2002
Extracts from the CR Quarterly journals

1953

· 1400 Companions
· Summer School: East Grinstead – “The Mystery of Christ”

· Community still needing stockings; Linen Guild continues
· “A Companion Speaks” (from a long article on being a Companion): “The very fact that we are not called to withdraw from the world but to live, dedicated to God’s service, in full view of our fellow men, lays a particular responsibility on us; the responsibility of men and women who have undertaken to carry through a testing piece of work, fully aware of the difficulties in the undertaking. We cannot remain unaware of how any other part of the world lives, unless we choose to be ostriches and to shut our eyes and ears to the cry of our fellow men, for cry there is; it is a world of insecurity, anxiety and fear. It is in this world that our work lies. It has always needed courage to be a Christian. It needs courage to be a Christian today and it needs discipline. That discipline the Church gives us, crystallised in the Rule of the FR. Following this Rule, wisely framed so that each of us, with our Warden’s advice, build our private Rule on the Rule common to the whole Fraternity, we act as members of a Society working together in God’s service. To begin to try to follow it brings the same experience that all effective discipline gives; the humbling of oneself in one’s own estimation through the quite undeniable failure to carry out even what one thought would be reasonably possible. Yet until one has one’s measure correctly, how can one really progress? It may seem that, in this country, courage is not really needed but our values are not the values of the world; our criterion of right and wrong is sometimes so different that we have to be prepared to appear foolish in the world’s eyes. It is remarkable how often there is opportunity for seeking the conciliatory, peaceful solution of some problem and how often we can persuade others to try that way with success if we are true to what we recognise as God’s will for us. This does need courage (and good humour). With the social attitude to religion coloured by Puritan and Calvinist fatalism, we tend to associate solemnity and even lagubriousness with religious belief, instead of that joyfulness characteristic of all the early Christians (and of course, of many Christians since then). One of the most infectious things is the deep, steady cheerfulness, the serenity, given by trust in God”

· Nicolas Graham takes over FR; wishes to visit branches where he can.

1954

· Summer School Review: “The day may come when those of us who have been year after year must put into practice the law of charity by giving up our place to new people” 
· The number of Companions in all sections shows an increase over the past 5 years
· “Our way is by living our Rule, not just by keeping it. Christianity isn’t “keeping” anything, not even Rules; Christianity is giving: giving ourselves first to God and then, as He wills, to others for Him”

· FR Annual meeting of local Branches at HOR
· “Work on the new Roll of Companions goes slowly. Part of the work involved is the attempt to trace Companions from whom we have not heard for considerable periods and I want to call attention here to a distressing fact in the hope that it may be remedied. Far too large a number of Companions, both clerical and lay, reply to my enquiries that they have been keeping the Rule but have been slack about reporting. Let me point out that the Quarterly report is an important part of the Rule itself and that to neglect it, except for some grave cause, is breaking the Rule. Becoming a Companion is a solemn undertaking, made before God, to keep the whole Rule. Where there are genuine difficulties we are always prepared to make modifications, but there is a point beyond which the most elastic of Rules will not stretch” (Nicolas Graham).
1955

· Fr Hoey takes over FR. Homily on the Heart of Christ

· Quiet Day for FR and Legionaries 11  June.

· Commem Day still a High Mass
· Summer School: “The Word and Sacraments”
· FR notes: The Religious Life and recommended books on the subject.

· Introduction of Pilgrimages: Walsingham and Assisi

· Implications of Bantu Education in S. Africa
· “The week of prayer for Christian Unity. The Community is pledged to work and pray for the reunion of Christendom. Each member of the FR ought to be a centre of unity, radiating the charity of Christ in his own sphere; that charity which is implicit in the Risen Lord’s greeting and gift of ‘Peace’. Unity is primarily a matter of the spiritual life. Let all members try to be at Mass daily; there is much to be said for attending Eucharistic Worship as interpreted in other denominations, during the week of prayer - Nonconformist, Orthodox, Roman - refraining from communicating, in sorrow and reparation for our unhappy divisions and all the blood which has been shed in past centuries in the name of orthodoxy”.
1956

· Summer School oversubscribed
· FR retreats encouraged: “The sooner we get rid of the idea that retreats are only for pious people the better, for surely every regular communicant should spend one or two days a year in the kind of silence which will help them to hear God”
· Penhalonga, South Africa: development and expansion of school. £50,000 required, two thirds of royalties from “Naught for your Comfort” will be donated

· Legion closing down: for various reasons it no longer appears to serve the purpose for which it was started.

1957

· New sacristy and extension to the library in December

· Legion closed down but “Legion News” to continue under new name “Standpoint”

· Hilary Beasley takes over FR. Roll being revised

· Summer School: “Our Father”

· Pilgrimages: Walsingham, Rome, Northern France.

· FR Rule 9 (Retreat): plan ahead to help make it possible.

· 1400 Companions and 300 Probationers. A number of young people are joining, also overseas: Canada, USA, West Indies, South Africa.
1958

· Rewording Rule 2 to be able to make communion in the evening. “This we hope will provide an answer for a contemporary and pressing situation. An alteration has been made to the bracketed note at the foot of page 13. The note has also been printed and should be stuck over the existing note in the manuals. This draws attention to the fact that any relaxations of Rule 2 should be referred to the Companions confessor and not be decided on by private judgement. It also implies that it is not the duty of the Companion’s Warden to advise on this matter”

· Summer School: “God is Love”

· Reprinting of the FR Roll: “It has been decided not to reprint the Roll in the old form but to print annually a Roll containing the names of the Brethren of the Community, the Novices and Oblates and a list of secretaries, Chaplains and Branches (the recent revision took six months, at great cost and is of limited use to members of FR)”

· Parishes need to give two years notice for missions etc. and nine months for retreats
· Penhalonga provided £10,000 for the school extension; donations £23,640. Appeal now closed

· “Over half the population have television. 34% listen to some religious programme every Sunday. 6% of adults attend church. Ought the Church to make the fullest possible use of this opportunity or not? There are others who are suspicious of religious broadcasting” 
· FR notes (Christmas): “Some of the FR are visiting the great Franciscan shrines in and around Assisi. It was his (St. Francis) endeavour to bring home to his people the real meaning of Christmas and to show them something of the poverty, simplicity and loneliness of that birth in Bethlehem. He felt that his contemporaries had lost the sense of wonder at the love and humility of Jesus in laying aside His glory and coming into the world. Surely too, this is true of our age and ourselves. We acknowledge it unwittingly when we make our Christmas cribs into decorative and elaborate affairs”
· New CR retreat house at St. Teilo.

1959

· CR coming out of Orlando: increasing pressure of apartheid
· CR tour to Canada: FR asked to remember in their prayers “your fellow members in that country, who, like those in New Zealand and other isolated members scattered in many lands, remain loyal to the FR Rule and ideals without encouragement of regular visits from the Brethren, Commem Day, Pilgrimages, Festivals and such things” 

· Two Pilgrimages to Oberammergau 1960 fully booked
· Reminder that donations can be earmarked for South Africa or the College; last year the College had a 25% intake increase
· Medwyn Griffiths FR Director
· Reprinting of Embertide Litany for corporate or individual use.

1960

· FR in Wales: Pamphlet for free distribution
· Also Braille Spirit of the Rule
· Summer School: “Christ the King”

· No Midland Festival this year but “one is proposed for Stafford in September to which it is hoped that many who would have travelled to Birmingham will endeavour to join us on this occasion”
· “From time to time Companions express disappointment on being notified that their Warden has been changed. This is understandable enough but we would hasten to assure all Companions that this is never done unless it is absolutely necessary. Brethren who are wardens are liable to be sent overseas (or even die). As disappointing as this may be it is to the good of us all, as it is an aid to that detachment from people as from things which is an essential part of the Spirit of our Rule”

· New development: modest beginning of a Welsh Commem Day
· Welsh Linen Guild
· “In the North we are hoping to set up some system of co-ordinating the secretaries in Yorkshire, Lancashire and Cheshire in much the same way as is done in London”

· Braille intercession Leaflet

· CR Quarterly: “Aiming to increase circulation, advancing by quarterly increment till we reach 10,000 in three years time. If every alternate reader will, during this period, make sure of securing one new regular subscriber, we shall be able with perfect ease and aplomb to enter the charmed circle of five- figure readership”
· Plans in 1961 to have a “home” pilgrimage based in the South and, in 1962, Russia.

1961

· League of prayer for Africa “formed in 1960 by Trevor Huddleston, now Bishop of Masasi. The prayer card is the symbol of our unity and fellowship in prayer”

· London Sale for Africa opened by Dame Sybil Thorndike

· FR secretaries from the North met. Two outcomes; a Festival in the North and participation in the FR Pilgrimage to Walsingham

· Festivals at Lincoln and Birmingham, the latter not as well attended as usual; question over the break in continuity. Northern Festival: Holy Trinity Leeds

· Humphrey Whistler takes over. Present rough totals: Women 620, Men 230, Probationers 200, Overseas - Companions 340, Probationers 310. Total 1700
· Secretaries requested to ensure that new or intending members are clear about the categories of membership.

1962

· Summer School: “The Living Christ”

· Farewell to Sekhukhuniland

· FR Pilgrimage to Russia postponed; insufficient time to organise

· Plans for Summer School at Whitby 1963: “The Summer School, or even a weekend, is I believe one of the best modern methods of evangelism”
· Building at Penhalonga: “For us the two sorts of building, the literal and the spiritual, go side by side, and are very closely related”
· FR newsletter: approved the offer of Mr and Mrs Charles Smith to edit a simple newsletter for circulation between FR Branches “to supplement these short notes, in which there is no room for details”. There is a similar news-sheet used by the FR in South Africa
· Present cover for Quarterly introduced

· Thursday Candle: a Symbol and Pledge of Prayer for Christian Unity; burns every Thursday in Chapel

· Plans for two Summer Schools, Wantage and Whitby

· The Manchester Festival Michaelmas Day was a success

· The North, East and Midlands Festival to be combined at Lincoln in October and Newcastle in November 1963

· Article on SCK: 130 Companies - St. Dominic described the calling of a Christian as being “to contemplate and pass on to others the things contemplated”.
1963

· Summer School: Whitby; “The Risen Lord”

· The new FR Roll of the Community and Companions, with a copy of the first Newsletter and the Thursday Candle (Unity Prayer) card circulated. “The Newsletter in future must be ordered direct from the Editors, 34 St. Leonards Rd, Harrogate. They would welcome correspondence and suggestions for Branch activities” 

· London and Cardiff Festivals: an Address on the College

· Prayers requested for the Diocese of British Guiana and our 15 Companions there: “a General Strike which is likely to end in starvation, if not further riots. The West Indian radio said that there was only food on the island for 9 more days” 

· CR invited to be responsible for the running of the Anglican constituent College in the new Federal Theological Seminary

· New badge: Companions and Associates only (does not replace the old Companions badge, which is now lent to them free on admission), on a long pin with an Agnus engraved on it. Price 5/-
· Interpretation of fasting rule prior to communion;  three hours fasting from solid food and one hour from liquids

· Lincoln Festival: intention for the Religious Life

· “Liturgical fashions are a good indication of belief. In the 1920’s, to be an Anglo-Catholic was to be ‘with it’ and the transcendence of God was emphasised in the performance of the Holy Eucharist. In some parish churches today that tradition continues and one can meet priests and laity who behave as if they thought the full ‘High Mass’ ceremonial had been handed down from heaven in toto and was therefore unchangeable. To be present at a celebration in some churches is to be a passive spectator. To restore the altar to its primitive form of a table; the idea behind this is to emphasise the consecration of everyday life, as opposed to a celebration which has the appearance of being ‘out of touch’”

1964

· A CR poster and photograph display in Coventry Cathedral
1965
· FR notes: Newsletter discontinued as now space in the Quarterly

· Two pages of Festivals, Pilgrimages etc

· Commem Day: last High Mass in Church

· Linen Guild: retirement of Miss Edith Chesnutt. “Most of our House linen for the Community and Retreat Houses has been supplied through this Guild”
· Companions 2,000+, Associates 4,000. “Sometimes one is filled with joy at the numbers; at other times with dismay, at the difficulty of proper supervision. Always, however, there is the thought of the vast potential of the influence of so many and so scattered a fellowship, to strengthen the local church and to witness to the risen life. Nor do we forget the unseen and unknowable value of your prayers for the work of the Community and Colleges”

· Ecumenical House for Prayer  (Benifold): new establishment; not a religious community but a group of committed Christians working in partnership and sharing the simple life of prayer practised in the house. In the experimental stage, aiming to cater for people from different Christian traditions where they can come for retreats or weekend instructions in prayer, or in small groups under their own leadership

· Fasting for Midday and evening Masses: minimum one hour rule.
1966

· Fr Cledwyn Evans Director FR. 8,000+ members
· Commem Day: “Holy Communion will be given to all who wish; one hour fasting”
· Unity Pilgrimage planned to Assisi and Rome
· St. Augustine, Penhalonga: “In the last Quarterly you were asked to pray for them. In this Review I want to ask whether amongst our hundreds of unmarried men Companions there are any who feel called to go and teach in Rhodesia and are competent to teach in Secondary Schools. This would be a wonderful work for members of the FR (bachelors required as no adequate housing for families yet)”
1967

· Rule Revision shortly

· “Secretaries will also be greatly helped if more members attend such Branch functions as are arranged and make secretaries aware of their ideas. Many secretaries seem to have to work quite alone in working out meetings and activities and sending out notices for a response that is practically nil. They will be greatly helped if members could make new ideas available to them. I am not pressing for even more meetings in this desperately hurried age. Rather is my plea for few but well attended meetings and functions thought out at Branch level with as much consultation as possible”

· The Hostel to take men who are not necessarily preparing for ordination. Nor will all students be Anglicans

· “In addition to Pilgrimages and Festivals there is a new development: two ‘Training Weekends’, one in London and one at HOR, for Lay Companions. This will be based on the new Rule and its working out, and will, I’m sure, prove extremely popular and profitable”

· Under the new Companions Rule: to report at Michaelmas only, apart from probationers.

1968

· CR Plans for the future: to withdraw from Codrington College, West Indies and from Cardiff. To open a house at Stellenbosch; “there is no future in South Africa for an English-based Community sending out one brother after another for short-term periods”
· London Priory moving from Holland Park to St. Katharine’s Foundation
· FR notes: ‘A Dual Polarity’: “We can become so bound up in the FR that the parish takes second place. The local Christian community is our prime area of responsibility but this doesn’t mean that our activities must be confined to merely ‘church’ activities for how on earth is the church to make any headway at all if all its members are inward looking? So this is the point for the rule for Companions - that they must seek to concern themselves with non-church organisations and activities and we hope that Companions will enter into these organisations as themselves, certainly not to bring a soap box along with them and preach but rather by being themselves. What they are depends a great deal on what sort of ‘hidden’ life they are leading; others will be attracted to our Lord as revealed in them” 

· “Fr Horst Symanowski, the German Evangelical Pastor and exponent of the church in industrial society, says of the contemporary church that it is like a radio transmitting station that goes on transmitting on a wavelength for which there are no longer any receivers. What are we, as members of the FR, going to do about this”   

· FR notes: Anglican-Methodist Unity 

· Reporting: “The annual report is an integral part of the Rule. For those Companions who have not reported, their names will not appear in the Roll. Remember that the annual report is not meant to be a minute survey of all that has happened in the past year but a simple statement of how the Rule has helped you over the year, where the major difficulties lie and any suggestions about altering it. It is neither a substitute for, nor a recapitulation of, one’s sacramental confession”
· Prayer School: Wakefield Cathedral in November.

1969

· FR notes: Unity Peace and Concord; “so cannot we all try this Lent to produce a little unity, peace and concord round ourselves, as our contribution to the general lack of it in the world”
· Summer School, Whitby: “The Christian Today’”

· Commem Day: £400 deficit; this year programmes to be charged for, price 1/-

· CR and Parish Holy Weeks: a changing pattern

· FR notes: “We always must remember that the FR must be (and seen to be) the handmaid of, or even the gadfly on. the local church and not a ‘pi’ group working for its own ends”
· New trends in retreats: addresses and mostly silence but some dialogue

· “The more Companions and Associates that we have, all over the world, the more the Community will be represented in and through them into all sections of society”

· “Among the facts and figures recorded in the Quarterly has been the closure of Branches. We have realised that this is a very untrue comment on the state of affairs. What it really means is that the branch is administered from HOR, it doesn’t mean that all the members have ceased to exist, nor that all branch activities have stopped. Administration is done much more easily from HOR; it is a branch choice”
· Retreats: expansion on the new format

· St. Katharine’s: The training weekend a success; talks and discussion on the Rule. “We invited participants to ensure an equal mix of sexes. If you would like to be considered let us know”
1970

· FR: “From time to time we hear of branches which are doing something interesting and I quote from one letter ‘We have four meetings a year, usually at different churches in the diocese, we sometimes have an extra one in the summer when we go to some church of interest. We always have a bring and buy sale for the work of the Community in the first week of October. Every other year one of our members gives a dance for the same reason. Our Chaplain holds a Quiet Afternoon each year for the benefit of Companions who are unable to go to weekend retreats’”
· “We had a wonderful party here at HOR. It was good for us to entertain our friends from near at hand;  this sort of occasion might be repeated in our branches, just an evening Mass followed by refreshments. This provides a great opportunity for people to meet together and relax, rather than listen to a speaker which isn’t always the right medicine for all occasions”

· FR continues to increase
1971

· Article on Johannesburg

· FR notes: “Considerable number of new Companions. This must be a great cause for thanksgiving. Some hesitancy is expressed from time to time about the role of the particular Warden assigned to each Companion. While I try to assign ‘horses for courses’ this isn’t always possible but the warden is the link man with the Community and not a director or confessor and the Companions report is not meant to be a duplicate confession” 

· Summer School at Warminster with men and women from Religious Communities; SSJE, SSF, Community of St. Denys, Community of the Sisters of the Church and the Deaconess Community of St. Andrew. Recommended reading beforehand “Modern Man and the Spiritual Life” by Max Thurian and “How Modern Should Theology Be?” by Helmut Thielicke
· New Roll printed

· FR notes: “This past 12 months we have accepted a record number of probationer Companions and, for the first time ever I would think, the number of laymen exceeds that of both laywomen and clergy. The greatness of it and the fun is the very wide range of people that it contains already, of all ages, colours and shades of opinion and living in every continent.  Some of you possibly solitary Companions a long way from any others must wonder at times if this is true and if belonging to FR is worthwhile. The publication of the Roll should surely have proved this and the letters we have received from far-flung outposts of what, in less enlightened days, used to be called the Empire, have been most heartening”
· Retreat House: “We have been feeling that there may be occasions when it might be right to provide something to which women should be invited to take part. We are hoping to run a school of prayer here; we want this to be a joint venture, a pilot scheme for seeing whether or not it is feasible to have mixed residential groups here from time to time”
1972

· FR notes: Fr Clifford Green takes over

· “Sometimes Branches are closed. To some people this represents a shrinkage in the FR. Records would indicate that this is not so. It is just the style that has changed. The Community is no longer engaged in the same amount of direct parochial evangelistic work, which is the source from which local branches are formed. But we do have more and more individual contacts”

· Plans for two mixed weekends in 1973
1973

· FR notes: “FR 70 years; one person we know of is celebrating his Golden Jubilee as a Companion. The aim is ‘an Association for work and prayer on behalf of the Church at home and abroad’. In this day when people are always complaining of too much change, here is something which hasn’t changed at all. The Rules themselves have been revised and are more in keeping with the greater flexibility in the Church today. That is as it should be”. Reading the Rules as they were set out in the early Quarterlies, one can only come to the conclusion that people had a great deal more leisure to be able to do what was expected of them as members of the FR. One thing has changed and came within a year of the FR being formed. We got in very early with Women’s Lib, even before Mrs Pankhurst and the suffragettes. In 1903 Lay Companions had to be men. By Lady Day 1904 the fairer sex had won their point as far as the Community were concerned”

· Commem Day: Leeds City Police Band instead of the usual Play
· Festivals: Atherton, Coventry, Stafford and London.

1974

· FR: “A group of members of the FR gathered at the house of one member who is chronically sick for a house communion and laying on of hands and anointing. This struck us as a very real way of reproducing the life of the early Christians. It would be a practice which could help those in sickness who are cut off from the normal fellowship of the church or the FR to realise that they do belong and are not fighting their battle alone. The recipient would have the reassurance of being part of a living body of worshippers and the people who attend would be fulfilling a ministry which is that of all believers and not just those who are ordained”
· Michaelmas Quarterly: CR Novitiate closed.

1975

· Fr Vincent Girling takes over: “How much the Community values the FR. If I single out one branch in particular, that is the Wellington (New Zealand) Branch. It is not only because these far flown Companions give very generously to the needs of the Community but also because they have an obviously strong and healthy Christian life, which concerns itself for all expressions of the Religious Life in New Zealand”.
1976

· FR 1978 marks the diamond Jubilee - any ideas?
· “It may seem to some readers that I confine myself to news of Companions and take no thought for the many Associates and Friends of the FR. This is not so. I am equally concerned with all the members of the FR. This leads me to ask of the Associates ‘What do I do about my promise to interest others in those activities of the Community which spring from their work of Adoration and Intercession?’ These are:

1. The revival of the religious Life.

2. Mission work at home and abroad.

3. The supply and training of priests.

4. The reunion of Christendom.
I ask this question because a very new Associate wrote to ask me for four extra copies of CR. In the Community in our public liturgy, we remember our oblates and the members of FR every night in the concluding prayer at Compline; every week we pray for our Companions at the biddings before morning prayer ; every month, we offer a votive Eucharist for the FR”

· Companions 1,000; Associates and Friends 3,000

· Progress report in respect of organising some corporate activity in London - “no volunteers - it has been said that if you are interested in religion, there is a good deal going on already”

· “Atherton Branch visiting enbloc Shrewsbury Branch 1 May: could others have a similar event?”

· May FR Conference: invitation for more laymen applicants

· The Conference for priests seems to be a non event

· Two thoughts for Lent:-

· “Those who impose upon themselves a regime of self discipline are always in danger of resenting, envying or despising the liberty of others” (G.B. Caird’s Penguin St. Luke)
· “If we all believed it was the Cross and that it was God’s Son who hung there, we would be left facing either of two equally appalling possibilities: that evil had in fact overcome even God or that, after his love in the Incarnation had been so outraged, God had washed his hands of us (Canon John Baker 1975). It is Easter which shows us that God and his love for his errant creatures are both invincible for it is at Easter that God, who has no need nor conceivable obligation to do any such thing, gives back to men the Christ they had rejected, the Christ who died and is alive for evermore”

· St John the Baptist Quarterly: “We suspended the Novitiate for the time being. This breathing space has been valuable, though it has not been easy to live without the visible sign of our future”. To re-open January 1977.

· “The request made by the October Conference that there should be an FR Tent on Commem Day has been approved by the Bursar. This is obviously only an experiment for this year”

· CR Withdrawal from the Hostel after three score years and ten
· FR Tent a success
· Another Conference suggestion: Regional Day Meetings - the discontinuance of CR Summer Schools has left an unfilled gap. Details of venues given

· FR secretaries asked to look through files of FR members who receive CR from central Branch. One found 30 or so folk living in his region (took two hours!). “I  have now worked out a system by which I inform the nearest local secretary when someone on Central Branch changes address. I should like to hear of groups of FR going in buses to the seaside”   

1977

· Johannesburg FR doubled its last years subscription

· FR initiative: a Grand Dance in support of St. Anne’s Hospice; an expression of Rules 6 and 7 of the Lay Companions Rule
· Some branches closing; no newer members. “What I believe is absolutely essential is that the branch should be firmly rooted in one or more parish congregation, in which it seeks to express the ideals of FR and CR. Secondly, of great benefit is if the Chaplain and secretary are Companions (I don’t want to cast aspersions on those who are Associates or Friends)”
· “What part is, or can, or should be played by Christian organisations in the lives of contemporary Christians?”

· Sunderland House of Prayer: Emmaus

· Two Companions in London wishing to invite others to their home

· Regional Conference: all well except London, where only 12 attended
· Plans for Ecumenical Retreat at HOR Jan 1978
· Superior’s notes. “We live at a time when men and women are searching for community. The impersonal character of our urbanised and technological society has given rise to a desire for small face-to-face community living. The basic desire to know and to be known by one’s fellow human-beings is indestructible”

· Jubilee dates given for New Zealand and England. 

1978

· Editorial: “1903 FR - Interesting to know how little basic change there has been in the set-up and aims of the FR”
· Superior’s notes: “Since Vatican 2, numbers in religious communities have been shrinking in prestige and influence. Other types of Christian community have been emerging, pursuing their different aims. Last August we invited some of these in order to discover whether there is anything we should be learning from them. No matter what kind of community group or congregation we may belong to, we are all involved in trying to discover ways to human wholeness and togetherness. It is our faith as Christians that in this exploration our collaborator and end is God”
· “Bishop Trevor Huddleston said that he could tell almost at once whether people who attended services at any church in Stepney were a congregation or a community. What in fact is the difference? Briefly we would say a congregation is a body of people who share worship, a community a body of people who share their lives”

· St. Katharine’s to take responsibility for London FR activities

· No FR Tent: didn’t seem to justify the extra expense

· Retreat House to be renovated early 1979
· Fr Ronald Haynes  takes over the FR
· FR in South Africa receiving new inspiration with new members also.

1979

· Re- admission of a Companion

· FR notes: “Let us listen to the Gospel as though the Lord Himself were present. Do not let us say ‘How fortunate were those who could see Him!’ For many of those who saw Him also killed Him, while many of us who have not seen Him have also believed in Him”
1980

· The prayer at the end of the admittance service for a Companion reads: “May the Hope of the Resurrection inspire you and the fellowship of the Resurrection receive you eternally”
· £500 from the Linen Guild for refurbishing the Retreat House.
1981

· FR notes: “Our Lenten Rules can be a practical gesture of a desire to share in our Blessed Lord’s Passion and suffering but we should not let it end at Easter. I suggest a thought for your prayers: when coming out of the Lenten Discipline and worship, a resolution be considered: To keep the Rule of the FR more faithfully”
· The death is reported of Miss Mary Morrell and Molly Raynes, Treasurer and Secretary respectively of the Linen Guild for many years, having taken over from Miss Edith Chesnutt who ran the Linen Guild single handed until her death. “It seems timely now to close the Guild which has been much appreciated”

· FR still increasing
1982

· Superior’s notes: “Despite all the changes and upheavals, the basic facts remain for all of us. The struggle for faith is no different in kind for those who live in religious communities from what it is for those who live in other settings. The struggle to remain faithful to a commitment, while at the same time being ready for change within, is exactly the same for all of us, no matter what one’s vocation may be”
· FR: “Throughout this year we have been able to arrange for many FR Branch Meetings, weekends and mini-pilgrimages”
· York Festival 14 May 1983 - 150th Anniversary of the Oxford Movement. 

1983

· FR Atherton Branch: 60th Anniversary of Foundation
· “The present FR members in South Africa owe a lot to Claude’s (Lunnis) drive and encouragement, also his strength in support of all that that membership of the FR meant to him and as it does to us all”

· FR notes: “In the last review we made a special mention of South Africa. We wish now to show our similar appreciation to all our members in New Zealand and Australia”
1984

· Summer School at HOR July/August

· The Thanksgiving and Intercession Leaflet is sent out free of charge to all members of the FR each quarter. This time the leaflet is still in the form of Thanksgiving and Intercession but in the form of a Litany. “A Litany is a way of prayer made up of petitions, or biddings offered by an individual, or by the Church corporately, to which a fixed response is made after each petition. This form of prayer originated in Antioch in the 4th century, it spread to Constantinople and later to the Western Church”
1985

· FR notes: “’There went forth a band of men and women whose hearts God had touched’. I would liken this text to members of our FR”
· St. Francis House opens in November after refurbishment
· “With increased costs generally, perhaps members of the FR who attend Branch Meetings, might consider contributing something towards the expenses incurred by local branch secretaries for the cost of postage stamps, telephone charges and the general correspondence for which many secretaries never make charges”

1986

· Series of retreats at St Katharine’s
· List of Mirfield publications, including “Picture Meditations”

1987

· FR notes: a partial repeat of the Lady Day article on the issue of revival of the Religious Life; prayers added
· FR notes: “When you visit the crib sometime throughout Christmas consider the imagery of the Christ Child and the Holy Family giving to us a lesson in our endeavour to find the Almighty, invisible God who reveals Himself and yet also gives Himself in all kinds of little hidden ways and things in life. In the Sacraments of the Church we are given little covenanted ways, where we know God lies hidden and yet gives Himself in answer to our prayers; a little water, a little bread and wine, a little oil. Yet the eye of faith finds Him everywhere. The faithful Christian need not be a special prophet to find His presence or message in little things. As one philosopher put it ‘All things become God to him who sees God in all things’. John Keble put it this way in one of his hymns:

Thou who hast given me eyes to see

And love this sight so fair,

Give me a heart to find out Thee

And read Thee everywhere”

1988

· FR: a request to include a stamp for replies to reduce costs
· Retreats at St. Katharine’s: Open Door Retreats and Individually directed

· FR notes: “During the past year, 1988, various Branches of the FR have been visited by different Brethren in different parts of the country and some overseas, which strengthens the bond of the Fellowship. Further, most FR Meetings are within the Eucharistic setting and in Holy Communion there is the bringing of the Presence of the Risen Christ our Lord into our lives, as this should be, thereby also binding us in Christ with one another and finding renewed strength and vision to go on faithfully into the future as members of the worldwide fraternity of those who believe in the Risen Lord as One Who is among us”

1989

· FR notes: “The Intercession Leaflet for the current quarter is the result of many requests, including people asking about ‘How does one prepare for Holy Communion?’ and ‘How to make a worthy Thanksgiving for the Holy Eucharist?’. It may help to look up St. John’s Gospel, chapter 6. 37-51, some of which we quote now: Jesus said I am the Bread of life; he that cometh to me shall never hunger and he that believeth in me shall never thirst, etc. This leaflet might be of use through Eastertide and afterwards. For such a gift as Holy Communion, the Kalendar has the ‘Day of Thanksgiving for the institution of the Holy Communion’ on Thursday 25 May this year and the FR Rules about Eucharistic Worship regularly, especially Sundays whenever possible, will no doubt be helped by the use of the Prayer Leaflet”
· FR: “We would like to know the mind of the members of FR on their views about the continuation of this Prayer Leaflet each quarter. It is a costly item on our annual accounts for the printing and distribution”
· FR: “Every day there are babies born into this world: ‘Unto us a Child is born’. The birth of the Christ- Emmanuel, meaning God is with us transcends the worldly approach to the Festival of Christmas. Our Thanksgiving for our own birth - the gift of life - is made more real if we will make it alongside our deeper thanksgiving for the ‘Small Babe of Bethlehem Who was born in a stable’”
1990

· FR notes the General Chapter agreed we should start again to have the Prayer Leaflet printed
· Fr. Aidan Mayoss takes over from Fr Ronald Haynes after 18 years.
1991

· “Fr. Aidan’s radical revision of the FR files has greatly reduced the number of CR’s we send out. We really do need more subscriptions and would be grateful if those of you who read this without paying a subscription could do so, if you can. Perhaps FR members could do some promotional work if you think the articles we print are worth a wider circulation. This is one small but not insignificant way of teaching and encouraging Anglican people”

· FR notes: “A group of us are working on the revision of the Companion’s Rule. Until then we cannot accept any probationer Companions”
1992
· Centenary year of the Community.

· Details of new Companions Rule shortly
· Request from secretaries to have a gathering. Hope to be able to send secretaries a list of members and recipients of CR in their general neighbourhood in the course of the year

· FR gathering St. Katharine’s; Retreat Glastonbury; Retreat at HOR.

· “Once again the number of FR who have died exceeds those who have joined, although circulation of the CR Quarterly is increased and I hope that this will have a ‘spin off ‘ into FR once the doors are open again”
· Centenary year events list
· “The revised Rule for Companions is available but it is not obligatory, so to write if wished. What Companions are expected to do has not been greatly changed but we hope that the reasons for their doing it have been made plainer. There are no longer separate categories for priests and other Companions; just one. Likewise there will no longer be Priest Associates and ordinary; just Associates. This means that we are now able to accept people as probationers”

· Free leaflets: the plan is to try and increase the number in all categories

· Request for subscriptions

· St. Katharine’s in June: “We shall be considering the implications of the changes in the Rule; a chance to think together both about what the FR ought to be doing and what the Community ought to be doing for the FR”
· December retreat at HOR: the Rule

· “Centenary year will see a good spread of Brethren around the country. Where there is no FR Branch, consider volunteering as a secretary to start one. I would like to see a Branch in every Archdeaconry. There are far too few branches at present to make one of the provisions of the new Rule effective for a great many members. We really do need someone to co-ordinate the FR in London”. We are receiving applications almost daily. I am also in touch with several possibilities for new Branches” 

· “It is very obvious to me that the FR does meet a need in the Church as a whole and that there are many who wish to identify themselves with the Community; this can only be good and it is to be hoped that this prayerful concern will result in more vocations to the Community as we look forward to the next 11 years”
· “All should rejoice that we now have nearly 40 probationer Companions and soon the list of new Companions will be longer than that of the departed!”

1993

· Details given of 23 branches in the UK and overseas
· Book reviews: “The Ministry of Women in the Church”
· FR Notes: “The church is in a state of crisis, not just over the matter of women priests (it is my hope that working out of the two integrities will help many to remain in the Church of England) but something much deeper and more serious; the crisis in vocations and the crisis in cash”.
1994
· New London House: St. Michael’s Priory

· “Hemingford Grey:- we encourage our friends and companions to use this retreat house”

· London branch: two meetings, a Quiet Day and a study on urban monasticism
· New Branches: Leeds and Derby

· “There are quite a lot of new Companions. This is really most encouraging for they come from all walks of life and there are still about 25 probationer companions. I ask you as you read this, unless, of course you are linked in a close way with another Community, to think once again whether or not being a Companion is the next step for you. If you think that it might be, then write in for the details”

· Secretaries Meeting: 23 to 25 September - good response

· The Monastery at Trier: plans for a group of FR to go next September

· College vindicated following threats to its future. 

1995

· News of Branches recorded

· From FR Secretaries Gathering: “Fr. Aidan presented a very searching paper on ‘Holiness’ which underlay some of our thinking”
· “It was a time of challenge, a time to widen our vision. We arrived with our own concept of FR; we came away with a renewed understanding of FR, as a society within the Church, pledged to foster the growth of Holiness, Fellowship and Service in the building of God’s Kingdom. So what is our Lord asking of us in FR? We are not to be a pious group of people concerned only with saving our own souls but we ought to be outward looking and concerned about penetrating the secular world with Christian influence. We have to be people who ‘pray and pray and pray some more’ and things WILL happen!” 

· “I have been heartened by the considerable number who wrote to me about the article ‘Holiness’”
· General Synod: two long standing FR members will not be standing for re-election. “It would be good to have more FR members or readers of CR. Heaven forbid that they should seek to stand on an FR ticket, but…” (Fr Aidan)

· Pilgrimage to HOR May 1997: “We hope that this will attract younger members of the FR and their friends. There will be worship with the Community each day, talks and discussions, joining in the washing up and laying of tables”
· FR notes Pilgrimage to HOR: 19 were present and enjoyed the experience very much

· The first meeting of the FR in Brighton for some 40 yrs took place at the beginning of May
· “There are still many areas where there are members of the FR spread out over a large chunk of the country but I am sure that a little encouragement and something worthwhile to travel for will be blessed. I am no believer in just meeting for the sake of meeting but we can and do receive great encouragement, especially if your own pilgrimage is a rather lonely one, in meetings with the like-minded from time to time”

1997

· Commentary on the Companions Rule by Nicolas Stebbing
1998

· Secretaries weekend September

· Pilgrimages to Pennant Melangell in mid-Wales 5 September and to Walsingham in June

· Fr Crispin Harrison the new Superior
1999

· FR and the Internet: “Experimental use of email by FR; it may serve as a kind of FR Branch for some who cannot easily meet other FR members but who could keep in touch this way”
· General Synod: “I shall be presenting a motion on the Religious Life. As a little exercise you might ask yourself and your PCC ‘When did our parish last produce someone to go forward to the ordained ministry or to the Religious Life?’”
· FR notes: 506 Companions, 294 Associates, 378 Friends and 705 subscribers

· Branches are now often county or diocese wide. “In these days of greater mobility this makes sense but I would want to repeat that it is not the policy of the FR office to interfere in the running or organisation or the opening or closure of branches” 

2000

· FR notes: “So where are we on the edge of the millennium? I think we are holding our own. We need to recapture something of the fervour of those years when people walked through snow. I am not asking for the clock to be put back (that would never do) but we have to look around for ways of demonstrating our fervour” 

· London’s National Gallery: ‘Seeing Salvation’. “So we must pray that the hunger for Jesus revealed in the thousands patiently queuing for a sight of this exhibition will be met by the churches looking at their own proclamation”

· “A Week of Simple Offices” published

· “Commem Day, pilgrimages from the Northern Dioceses, courses at the Mirfield Centre, retreats, both public and private are but an indication of how open the doors of Mirfield are these days”

2001

· From an FR Companion regarding e-mail reporting: “I like it”
· The Retreat House to be closed for six months for refurbishing
· FR notes: The Rule and other Communities and Orders. “Companions may not have an equivalent commitment to another community. There have been some questions about membership of other groups which have a definite rule but which are neither Communities or Orders in the generally accepted use of the words. This means that there is no problem if a priest wishes to become a member of SSC or SCP, or the Confraternity of the Blessed Sacrament or the Company of Mission Priests” 
· A companion to the “Week of Simple Offices” has now been published, “Simple Offices Saints and Seasons”.
2002

· FR in London: all who receive the CR Quarterly more or less within the orbit of the M25 to be an annual meeting

· Commem Day: new for 2002 - from 13 years of age plus pilgrimage, music, art and drama.
