Comments from May 12th 2007 Companions & Associates Day

The asterisks denote those on the pink post-it notes


	PARISH etc

	Letting all know of existing groups meeting at all regularly

 

	Corporate daily prayer

	Meetings/prayer groups

Provision of material for parishes

Support of Mirfield trained priests & ordinands



	To contact

Re start a Branch through the diocesan newspaper



	Local Branches running their own Quiet Days & inviting local churches



	Communication between Comp & Assoc to link in with any appropriate projects concerning the Community - openness between groups to share vision & dreams



	Companions & Assoc to meet together & work on set programme of ‘community care’ or mission (eg. Christian Aid) 

A list of Comp. & Assoc would be helpful

Prayer Group



	* Companions & Associates from local areas meeting monthly in a particular street to pray for ministries for those people who are broken through depression or addictions such as drugs and drink, fits in with the resurrection theme, also these problems are killing our society



	Through their Branch meetings, Quiet Days + Fellowship Days (social element - lunch etc) where discussions take place

  

	Meet together at diocesan & regional level - twice a year? - for prayer & retreat support NOT set piece talks/sermons



	More contact with parishes & congregations

A more visible presence ie. more reporting of activities

Intercessions for the Community

Help organise a parish visit to Mirfield



	Regular monthly gatherings for worship and Christian response to world & social issues



	Assoc & Comp to be more active in mentioning Mirfield, reporting our visits, testifying to the value of their links.

Praying in vocal church prayers & giving thanks in their congregations.



	Start a prayer group

	Common prayer via the website, post or phone



	Some sort of link so that prayers, as well as practical help can be offered



	· Organise a diocesan & deanery day about CR



	A list of individual members within say 20-30 mile radius who could join together as a group - ie those who are at a distance from Mirfield



	Area Eucharists + Meeting



	Giving support to ones parish priest & working for the Mission of the Church to others



	Need for an area contact



	Have material about CR (+ books by the brethren) on your bookstall



	This has been a welcoming day. Something of this spirit should be conveyed to the congregation at large. The wardens etc are familiar with the Community - the congregation less so.

 

	Ensure that CR is frequently in the Intercessions & gets ‘mentions’ in parish magazines etc



	It would be beneficial and ‘companionable’ for Comp & Assoc to meet occasionally regionally or county-wise. It would foster greater camaraderie and opportunity to share ideas on spreading the charism of CR



	Have 3 monthly gatherings of all groups



	More frequent gatherings, more opportunities to pray together



	A network/review of Branches so that can keep in touch with each other for mutual support



	Go on retreat together



	More correspondence between members. Each have a designated member they keep in touch with so the chain is continued



	Could there be cluster groups which could decide themselves how and when to meet?

Some people may be willing to be ‘contact’ persons



	Widening the Branch organisation, ensuring everyone is allocated & welcomed to the nearest geographical Branch



	Praying together

	Anything which tends to draw away from the local parish or parish/community to which we are bound needs to be guarded against: danger of being ‘special’



	* Monthly Mass offered for Community etc

Use Intercession leaflet - ?could be monthly instead of Quarterly

List of Comp & Assoc. for use in private prayer



	BRETHREN

	More CR ‘cells’

	Area lists of names



	At least annual posting of tasks needing helpers to volunteer to help CR



	Possibility of short term commitment approx 2yrs



	Regional cell groups perhaps with 2 or 3 groups joining together to come to CR on retreat one w/e per year - one of the brethren ‘looking after’ each retreat group?



	Parish Missions for 21st century

Comp trained by the brethren to work alongside parish priests on such missions



	Brethren could contribute articles to local church magazines to get a wider range of people aware of what they are about

Comp & Assoc to facilitate this



	Communication by brethren of current need for support in any projects thought suitable to include Comp & Assoc.

A brother to be designated to receive & pass info



	Differing Comp groups to meet annually (local group) with a CR brother so newcomers know when they can ask them questions 



	Brethren to contribute to the parish magazine occasionally.

Comp & Assoc to disseminate from the Mirfield literature articles & thought for use from them material through our parish papers.

 

	* Brethren please contribute to church magazines as outreach in parishes



	* Local gathering with a CR brother regularly (once a year)



	* I suggest that to be an integral part of the Community 2 or 3 Companions should be regular members of the Community eg) 2 or 3 days, taking an integral part in the Community’s life.



	* A monthly targeted prayer diary 

Form prayer cells of three



	* Community must be high profile



	* Guidance for prayer needs for the Community, Comp & Assoc



	* The community at large is the place where the brethren should work!



	Brethren, Comp & Assoc plan a pilgrimage



	The new approach to the ‘Rule’ fails to offer an approach to a close relationship with the Community which is clear. It is possible, but nothing invites it or indeed fosters it



	Retreats at local level by brethren

Brethren visit parishes for missions, study weeks etc



	More transparency in the problems & funding required by the CR



	A more comprehensive prayer calendar, say once a month



	Prayers for the different groups



	More retreats in summer months



	* More opportunity to come to Mirfield



	Discussions at Mirfield - perhaps small groups at first then all brought together



	Cont. with the Intercession leaflets enabling us to pray together



	Events at Mirfield jointly organised

24hr retreats - lunchtime to lunchtime to allow travel



	A residential event (perhaps annual) -

community-building for CCR + CR together

Summer School



	We need to know WHEN we can meet again without being a burden to CR

How about one day to discuss before the annual retreat



	Have more days like today - say 3 a year where brethren Comp & Assoc meet together for prayer & discussion of issues



	Perhaps some other days like today (a charge could be made) and possibly using other venues (map seems to indicate that distance to travel is important) 



	COMMEM DAY

	* Reintroduce Commem Day - even if a charge for tickets is made



	Try to arrange day trips to Mirfield to sample the regular pattern of daily worship



	* Bring back an annual Eucharist at Mirfield for anyone interested in the parishes



	Have some large gathering which can invite interested parishioners to. Comem day was ideal - interesting and non-threatening for beginners. If we all worked together could we not manage something?



	Annual day of prayer



	Re-think Commem Day. Suggestion: each Comp. & Assoc. to invite & bring a friend with the objective of thinking through & praying (with). Asking them to become a Friend/Assoc.

  

	* A 21st century successor to Commem Day (much missed)



	Regular ‘festival’ at Mirfield



	Bring back something resembling Commem Day.

This was always an un-intimidating way of introducing parishioners to a Christian perspective & ethos which they may never have had the chance to experience



	Introduction of a new ‘open’ day to replace the now defunct Commem Day



	Prayer as a corporate act linking us all together as a family in the Risen Christ, enabling us to reach out to others



	MOSTLY ANNUAL - NOT COMMEM

	Meeting of Branches within easy reach of each other



	This has been a very good day - can it become an annual fixture with perhaps the occasional weekend gathering/retreat?



	* Opportunities to meet



	More opportunities of contact



	A yearly gathering such as today structured with prayers ?with specific needs mentioned



	An annual meeting of all concerned, such as today, is an excellent idea & should be continued



	*  An annual event at CR for renewal of the Comp. commitments



	Investigate the possibility of opening up days such as today to local churches - or encourage invitation from a church for a team to take such a day into their parish



	Gatherings like today to be more frequent



	Possibility for meeting groups in other parts of the country



	Annual retreat & pilgrimage need a little more support in numbers perhaps



	Quiet Days, including periods of silent meditation & times for fellowship on the lines of 12/5/07, perhaps every quarter



	WORLD WIDE WEB

	* World wide web - use it more. Young people use it more than anything else



	Computer users - have a CR connected image on your desktop - a frequent reminder of your connection. Any offers to produce a seasonal series of images?



	Create a ‘chat line’ similar to MSN or FACEBBOOK where young people can talk to brethren about their problems/life/ God



	Maintain a comprehensive website



	Use the Comp website to advertise meetings, any deaths in CR & Comp



	Have a Companions & Associates Blog page on the CR website



	Advertise on website how to become a Comp or Assoc - website needs more emphasis on what the public can do to support it - it’s too formal 



	Reading group - religious/spiritual/theological

Communicate by email?



	Be more informed about the Community & Brethren, perhaps by email or updated website.

Support given by Comp & Assoc if requested by Brethren eg) administration



	YOUNG PEOPLE

	Be prepared to organise and run church youth groups

- where at present there is difficulty getting volunteers



	Have more retreats for youngsters 11-16, it does make a difference in their lives



	Could the Community with support offer experience for the Duke of Edinburgh Award or similar (most young people are now socialised outside a faith community)



	OTHER

	Fighting apartheid was a way that CR became known to many. What is the contemporary evil we should be fighting?



	List of qualified speakers who could be invited to parishes to explain work of the Community



	It is imperative that St Francis House, Hemingford Grey, is used as an Active Sister House, to bring brethren, Comp, & Assoc together - at least once a year - otherwise the asset will not be used as an effective ancillary beacon to those of us who live south of the Midlands. You ignore your potential resources at your peril!



	* Do not talk about the PAST - we are living now



	Comp (who are able) to stay/live at the house to share life & work of brethren  (staying for weeks or months)



	More liaison between church & Mirfield. More publicity about Mirfield



	* Stop worrying too much about how we appear to the world, & how we can make ourselves appear attractive, & inviting to the world - there is a saying in the East: 

‘When the disciple is ready the master appears’



	Retreats, Quiet Days



	Make retreats better known to the general public



	* What about ‘associate’ members of the Community who might ‘come into residence’ for agreed periods, contributing whatever particular talents they may have or which the Community could use? No age limits, at either end! And beyond a willingness to ‘share the common life’, no other particular requirements either. Might help people to ‘push out into deeper waters?’



	Create a network of people prepared to fill a ‘sermon slot’ with insights & encouragements linked with the Community & its practices & objectives



	Helping the brethren re: cooking & office work



	A network of spiritual direction, advisers & spiritual meetings.

This would cater for the great spiritual need for meaning which is obvious in 21st century society



	Encourage pilgrimage



	As an Assoc I meet monthly with Comp & Assoc for prayer, and some meetings with a Eucharist. These meetings have been of strength to my spiritual life.



	Avoid over-organisation. Let there be ad hoc arrangements. Avoid the ‘touchy feely’ atmosphere of today’s events. Let the thing be more masculine (or we shall lose touch with real men)



	Support groups to give help where needed so that social gatherings can be re-instated. ie. Garden party at the college, plays for young people of bye-gone days.



	* I very much dislike this type of consultation



	The moving out session a very good idea but not enough time to allow for proper implementation



	Have a TV programme made about the Community



	Cities are now global corporations with individuals dependant on the market rather than each other, nature etc.  There is need for the regenerative power of a community - cherish and deepen our commitment to CR



	* Build on the present desire for spirituality & self- development (Mind. Body, Spirit) by offering instruction in meditation techniques - charge a high fee & people will value it!



	* Criteria for future collaboration.

Opportunity for strengthening the unity of the church



	Forge a link with the Prayer Book Society

Return to some dignity in the work of the Mass

Stop being influenced by SOCIAL MORES we are IN NOT OF



	Courses in meditation



	Action speaks louder than words - we must stand out as committed servants of God
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