





In April the Community decided to make a contribution to the Proposed
Memorial to Sydenham Hoare CR at All Hallows, Barking. In life he became a
pioneer by planting the seed that would one day open the door to other laymen
who aspired to the Religious Life. In death he was not able to celebrate the
profession he longed for but his self-sacrifice and determination allowed him a
place among the Professed Brethren. We can rightly claim him as our first Lay-
brother among many who would later follow him, such as Br Roger Castle who
was admitted to the novitiate on 14 April 1929 and made his profession on 14
January 1932.

Steven Haws CR

the centenary anniversary of another lay brother will be the subject of a
ry ry Yy )
further article in the Epiphany issue of CRQ Review — Eds. |

Companions CR

New Companions RIP

Malcolm Drummond John Senior
Timothy Forbes Adams Norman Carter
Luyanda Nyubuse

Derek Roper

will take place from Friday 2nd June to Monday 5th June inclusiVe.
Would those Companions and friends who are interested in going please
contact Michael Stocks, who is arranging the bookings, so that Michael
knows who to get in touch with when booking forms are issued later in
the year. His phone number is 01524-807192 and his email address is
michaelstocks993 @gmail.com
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14" July 2016 CR brothers’ pilgrimage to Leicester Cathedral and
Staunton Harold the Chapel of the Holy Trinity.

Tl
T

i F“; __"-‘:
e
= ram

-
i R

4

e
¥/
3l s i

gn AR
S R

o
e i
=]

-




Book Reviews

Parable and Paradox — Sonnets on the sayings of Jesus and other poems
Malcolm Guite Canterbury Press 82pp ISBN 978-1-84825-859-4

Malcolm Guite is Chaplain of Girton College, Cambridge
and belongs to that enduring and vital tradition of poet-
priest. To paraphrase G.K. Chesterton, priests remind us
that we shall one day die but ‘at certain strange epochs it is
necessary to have a certain kind of priests called poets’ to
remind us that we are not dead yet.

If paradox is at the heart of all spiritual truth, there is no
better medium than poetry to lead us into that mystery.
This latest, life-giving, collection comprises two sections:
a sequence of poems intended as a companion to an earlier
volume Sounding the Seasons (already in the CR library)
and a core section made up of 50 sonnets reflecting on the
sayings of Jesus and drawn from scripture readings through the liturgical year.
Within this second section there are three smaller sequences of poems on the ‘I
am’ sayings; the Lord’s Prayer; and the Two Great Commandments. Guite says
that the sonnets in this section are intended to peel back ‘the film of familiarity’
that often covers the sayings of Jesus so that we hear them afresh. They oftfer
rich resources for both personal prayer and reflection and for use in corporate
worship. Each is prefaced with the scripture reference and text.

Rowan Williams, whose own stature as a poet-priest makes him a reliable
critic, says that Malcolm Guite knows exactly how to use the sonnet form to
powerful effect. In this, as in his other collections, his disciplined and distilled
use of language manages to hold gentleness, passion and a searching heart with
a beautiful lightness of touch that carries depths of meaning. A paradox in itself.
These poems are beautifully accessible and encourage intimate engagement.
There is nothing obscure to inhibit or discourage even the reader new to poetry.
The author says of them: “I hope the reader will be able to trace the threads of
connection that became apparent to me ... this underlying sense of coherence
in and through the sheer grace of Christ.”

Malcolm Guite travels widely giving lectures, poetry readings, concerts (he
is also a musician) and retreats. His other books include: Faith Hope and Poetry;
Sounding the Seasons; The Singing Bowl; Waiting on the Word; The Word in the Wilderness.

To find out more about him and his work go to: https:/malcolmguite.
wordpress.com/
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Barbara Clarke
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The Sower (Matthew 13.3-9)

I love your simple story of the sower

With all its close attention to the soil,

Its movement from the knowledge to the knower
Its take on the tenacity of toil.

I feel the fall of seed a sower scatters

So equally available to all,

Your story takes me straight to all that matters
Yet understands the reasons why I fall.

Oh deepen me where I am thin and shallow,
Uproot in me the thistle and the thorn,

Keep far from me that swiftly snatching shadow
That seizes on your seed to mock and scorn.

Oh break me open, Jesus, set me free,
Then find and keep your own good ground in me.

From: Parable and Paradox — Malcolm Guite
How Then Shall We Live:
Christian Engagement with Contemporary Issues.

Samuel Wells. Canterbury Press, 2016. 185 pp. £16.99 Isbn 9781848258624

How can Christians respond to the myriad new challenges of

e the 21* century? This most recent book from Samuel Wells,

5h|i M the vicar of St Martin-in-the-Fields in London, is a response
[ to that question. To the wide range of contemporary issues

Live? that are addressed, Wells brings a combination of astute
L

theological insight that always is tempered with compassion
and charity. The author says that his book was written “for
those who find themselves in the wilderness of living in a
complex world, a wilderness of coping with a challenging

LAMLUIL WILLE

Most recent resident at CR
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life,” and in each chapter he does not shy away from confronting directly the
tough issues of modern life.

The book is divided into three sections: ‘Engaging the World’ looks at issues
such as Islamist Extremism, Migration and Ecology; ‘Being Human’ explores a
diverse range of themes such as disability, obesity, LGBT identity and domestic
violence; and ‘Facing Mortality’ tackles topics such as chronic illness, dementia,
terminal disease and assisted dying. In his engagement with each of the topics
that he explores there is an honest recognition of the gritty reality of life in this
world, yet this is balanced by an upbeat affirmation of God’s love which can
transform people and the world.

Although some of the issues faced in the book are quite provocative, and
opinions even amongst Christians oftentimes are deeply divided about some
of these dilemmas, none the less there is a spirit of hopefulness permeating
the entire text because the author clearly believes that God is revealed in our
times of struggle and despair. This is a book that successfully seeks to stir the
reader to responses of thoughtful action whereby they can become ministers
of transformation by bringing the light and love of God into play within every
aspect and dimension of contemporary life.

Dennis Berk CR

Thunder Dog: The True Story of a Blind Man, His Guide Dog,
and the Triumph of Trust at Ground Zero.
Michael Hingson, Susy Flory. Thomas Nelson 2011 ISBN978 1404 183650

“Im sorry,” the doctor said. “He is permanently and totally blind.
There is nothing we can do for him.”

George and Sarah Hingson looked at each other, devastated. Their six-
month-old son, Michael was a happy, strawberry blond baby boy, healthy
and normal in every way except one. When the Hingsons switched on a
light or made silly faces, Mlichael did not react. Ever. “My best suggestion is
that you send him to a home for the blind,” the doctor continued. “He will
never be able to do anything for himself”

Forty-seven years later, a yellow Labrador retriever puppy was born in




the whelping unit of Guide Dogs for the Blind in San Rafael, California. The puppy’s name
was Roselle. On September 11, 2001, she saved Michael’s life. This is Roselle’s story too.

Some think everything started to go wrong with the American Civil War. Others
that it was at Ground Zero, September 11, 2001.

What happened to the Twin Towers in New York that day, led to the bombing
of Iraq: “We must do something, we must show that the USA can’t be attacked
without proportionate reprisals.” The Towers have collapsed. People are sitting
in a café, and cheer as they see US Air Force jets screaming past above them.
The USA springs into action. Reprisals, preventive action. The bombing of Iraq
destabilised the Middle East. The consequence is that many, many people prefer
to sell up and send their children alone to Western Europe, or to go to the West
themselves, as the only hope for the future. Europe is reeling from this new
Exodus which shows no signs of decrease, let alone stopping, in spite of boats
capsizing in the Mediterranean, of unspeakable conditions for children in Calais.

Most of us have seen films of air-liners crashing into the two towers, have
seen the clouds of dust as they fell, but what was it like to have been working
there, and to have escaped ? Here is the story, blow by blow, of how a blind man
and his dog not only escaped, but led many others to safety, by skill, calmness,
action, by love, by Christian faith.

Michael went to work up to his office as usual, Sept 11" 2001, on the 78"
floor of the Tower 1, World Trade Center, New York, with his colleague David.
At 6.46 am they hear a tremendous BOOM ! and the building starts to tilt. The
impact is 12 floors above their office. The tilting stops, and they direct their
guests to one of the 3 stairwells. There are 1,463 stairs to go — and thanks to the
blind man and his dog, they and many others make it.

From the start, in 1950, in spite of their doctor’s advice, Michael’s parents
were determined that their blind- born boy would lead as normal a life as
possible, and from the age of 14 he first trained with a dog from Guide Dogs for
the Blind. Michael learned to use a cane, to roller blade, drive a car and a plane,
ride a bicycle. Those of us who have known Labrador dogs ourselves from
childhood won’t be surprised to learn what marvellously reliable, loving guides
they make with the right training — training for the dog, and also for the blind
person they guide. Michael and his family are deeply faithful people, and in the
middle of the book are a few pages dedicated to their faith, to Psalm 23 — yes,
Michael needed the still waters, just as he needed Brother Laurence’s Practice of
the Presence of God on the importance of a profound awareness of God moment
by moment, no matter the situation.

Michael Hingson asks:

Are blind people more socially integrated in society than we were fifty, twenty,
or even ten years ago? ... I will know that I'm a first class person when I can
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walk into a restaurant with friends, and the servers ask me for my order, rather
than asking my sighted colleagues, “What does he want?”... When I can go to
meetings or conventions where all the materials given to sighted people are
automatically available to me in Braille or another accessible form. True and full
integration is not easy. It starts with desire, continues with education, and comes
tull circle grounded in trust.

Antony Grant CR

CR brothers' outing to the Stanley Spencer Exhibition at the Hepworth Gallery, Wakefield
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Supporting the Community and College

The Community and the College are very grateful for the support they receive from
so many individuals, parishes and others. If you would like to add your support to
enhance their future, please consider:

Standing Order and Gift Aid forms are available on the Community’s website —
www.mirfieldcommunity.org.uk — together with more information about legacies /
bequests and other tax-effective ways of giving. If you would like more information,
please contact:

Community
Adele Hannah, The Bursary, House of the Resurrection, Mirfield WF14 0BN

01924 483300 bursar@mirfield.org.uk

College
The Bursar, College of the Resurrection, Mirfield WF14 0BW

01924 481901 aspeight@mirfield.org.uk

Thank you for helping to continue and enhance
the work of the Community and College.

The Community is a Charitable Company (No. 232670)

Produced by Beamreach Printing,

www.beamreachuk.co.uk



