St Francis House, Hemingford Grey to be sold

I’m afraid I must pass on some news some of you won’t like. I hope you won’t promptly shoot the messenger!

 

In a document produced by the Companions “Council” in September 2008, a strong case was made for developing our work at Hemingford Grey and making it more a centre of CR in the south. I was impressed by the strength of the arguments. Unfortunately we have decided to sell St Francis House. This was not an easy decision and one we discussed for a long time. In the end there were three main reasons:

 

1. In order not just to survive but to grow into a healthy community at Mirfield, we have to undertake major building work here and finding the money for that demands that we sell one of our assets. St Francis House really is the only one we can sell;

2. Although the House is excellently run by Mary Campbell and her staff, the fact is that it loses money. All retreat houses do lose money unless they double up as conference centres which then compromises the nature of the house. We are having to find about £30,000 each year to subsidise it and we can’t afford it any longer. If we had increased the fees significantly we would have lost some of the clientele;

3. The House has not had proper renovations for about 25 years. In the nature of such buildings we would have had to do that within the next five years and this would have been a major expense; at least half a million pounds, probably more. We could never have found that money. 

 

We really are sorry about this as it is a place most people in CR have loved and certainly many hundreds of people outside CR love. However, there is no going back on it so we have to think what to do next. 
One possibility is to talk with the sisters at Ditchingham about using their excellent facilities. That may be accessible to quite a lot of people in the South of England. If readers of this have any other ideas about this, please make your views known.
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