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London Chapter

Between 50 and 60 people gathered at Southwalk Cathedral on the evening of Friday 30 April 2010 for a Heavenly Banquet! This came in the form of a wonderful concert given by four musicians in aid of CR’s Centenary Church Appeal. Stephen Disley, the Assistant Organist at Southwalk, opened the evening with J.S.Bach’s Toccata and Fugue in D Minor. Clare McCaldin delighted us with some well known Schubert songs, followed by the beautiful ‘Hermit Songs’ by Samuel Barber, which seemed to link in an appropriate way to a monastic theme. During the evening Mr. Jonathan Pape, the Appeal’s Fundraising Manager, was on hand with an information display and Fr. George Guiver, Superior CR, addressed the audience with an explanation of the necessity for the appeal and the plans for the Mirfield church.  After we had enjoyed a glass of wine in the interval, we moved on to the second half of the concert, which was a more eclectic mix of classical pieces and songs from shows. It culminated in the duet ‘A Little Priest’ by Stephen Sondheim, performed brilliantly by Clare McCaldin and Darren Abrahams.They were accompanied by the very accomplished pianist, Lindy Tennant-Brown. The whole evening was thoroughly enjoyable, and raised just under £1,000 for the appeal.
The following day, a smaller group of CR Companions and friends met at Southwalk for our regular lunch, Office and talk. Jonathan Pape was our speaker and told us about his background and then filled us in on the progress of the appeal. Unfortunately, we were rather few on this occasion but all found Jonathan’s talk fascinating and informative. He told us that the appeal is making good progress but that there is a need to identify more potential large donors who would be sympathetic to this ‘cause’. We were all invited to take away another information pack and to try to think of such potential donors who could be approached with the pack. I’m sure that more packs are available from Jonathan if anyone reading this has wealthy contacts!
