Companions & Associates Sub-Committee Meeting 14th November 2007

Present - Linda Blenkinship, Sandra Buckley, Rev. Nita Edwards,

 Fr Aidan Mayoss, Paul Taylor.

1. Apologies - Fr Alan Brown, Pauline Briscoe

2. Minutes of last meeting - accepted as correct.

3. Matters Arising -

a) Summer school - the Community is unable to make a commitment at present -  2009 may be a possibility.

b) Prayer cards in the bookshop referring to the Fraternity now not available.

c) Suggestions from the Companions & Associates day May 12th reviewed.  Most responses sent in have involved the Community organising something.  To enable members to explore local initiatives, a means of locating members in their area needs to be established.  Paul is going to explore a system whereby dots on a map of England and Wales can be displayed on the website according to postcode, which would give the freedom to cross parish, or diocesan boundaries as most convenient.  Kevin Simms and Ros Johnson have put in a great deal of work to re-establish a Branch at St Albans.  They have about 12 in a core group but already 100 on the mailing list for a Quarterly newsletter.  Their website is impressive www.stmarysmaulden.org/cr                                       

and they are willing to post any documents or information we think of interest.  Details of current Branches are also listed.  Their work needs to be reported on, both as resource and encouragement to show what can be achieved with a bottom up approach.

After discussion it was decided that an annual Companion’s Commitment day should be held alternately between the North and South to give a chance to attend for those furthest south from Mirfield.  A suitable southern venue is to be explored by Fr Aidan via Fr David Powell.  Some of those unable to attend could perhaps meet to share a Eucharist locally, at which the Commitment cards could be accepted. 

4. Any other business -

         a) Nita had drafted an Associates Admission Card - approved.

         b) The booklet listing the names of Companions, arranged in weekly  groups      

            for Intercession purposes needs updating. Linda will do once names supplied. 

 Date of next meeting - Thursday 31st January 2008, 2pm.

Linda Blenkinship
