Thoughts on Romania from Fr Nicolas

It’s19 years this Christmas since Ceausescu was toppled from power and Communism came to an end in Romania. How are things now? Perhaps three points suffice: 

· Romania has definitely joined Europe. Cars are Western. People dress much better. There is real prosperity (though also real poverty). Houses have hot water and toilets which work. The country works, which it really didn’t 18 years ago. 

· Some things remain the same: big houses half built; gypsies driving their horses and carts down public roads; a certain attitude towards time; a Byzantine nature to the way the church works. 

· Some things are deeply moving: I went into a parish church one morning and found three priests hearing confessions. They were there for four hours (then they gave us a magnificent meal of delicious ‘fasting food’). Also in the Cathedral on a Wednesday morning were about fifty people making their Christmas communions (which meant they had all been to confession) and many of them were young. In fact, the number of student aged people in the Cathedral was very marked. The story of the church in Romania since communism is a complex one with many successes and many failures but it is very extraordinary for a westerner to see so many young people in them, obviously devout. 

December 2008

